
 
 
 
 

Remote Learning Best Practices 
 
We are excited about this new opportunity to teach and learn music online!  Online lessons can 
be an effective way for students to continue to receive valuable instruction and feedback in 
times when it is not possible to attend an in-person session.  The benefits include: 
 

● Increased Independence 
● Ear training / increased self-monitoring of pitch and rhythm 
● Consistency in personal practice efforts. 
● Opportunities to learn how technology can be used for guitar, ukulele, and bass 

students. 
● Opportunities to self-express and create art that encourages us in difficult 

circumstances.   
 
There will be a learning curve for both teacher and student, but with proper preparation, online 
lessons can help you to reach your goals!  If you cannot meet all the requirements, do not give 
up hope!  Generally any tech you have will work but the closer that we can get to best practices 
the easier it will be to work together!   

 
Materials Needed: 

● Laptop or Tablet with internet access.  A laptop is preferred, but a tablet or phone will 
work with some creativity.   

● A free Zoom account. 
● A free google account with access to google drive.   
● A quiet room in which lessons can proceed uninterrupted.  No pets, siblings, or running 

TV’s, radios, etc. are allowed to be present as the noise/distraction can make it difficult 
for students and teachers.   

● Your instrument, tuner, and amplifier (if needed). 
 
Platform: 
Zoom: http://zoom.us/ 
Our goal is to host all online lessons through the Zoom conferencing service.  Zoom is a robust 
platform with great sound quality and many useful features for teaching music, such as screen 
sharing which allows us to share chord charts and assignments.  The desktop version of the 
program allows you to save lessons to your computer which allows you to review teaching 
material throughout the week.  It is strongly suggested to download the zoom app and set up 
a free account.   
 

http://zoom.us/


Google Drive: https://drive.google.com/open?id=1caf_DON_OgzSPrb9iiwHXqLX9518fkd7 
The student google drive will hold all handouts given to students.  Following this link will allow 
you to view all handouts for your instrument.  Composition/Songwriting students will have their 
own individual folder to share their work for feedback created by the instructor.   
 
Camera Positioning 
 
For me to best help you with technique your fretting hand, strumming hand, and face should 
be visible on your tablet or laptop camera.  Here is an example for you to shoot for: 
 

 
 
Using a strap while standing is usually the best way to do this, however you can accomplish this 
through some creative positioning of your laptop or tablet.  This may mean that you will need 
to construct a tripod for your tablet if you do not have one.  A simple way to build one is to use 
a sturdy disposable cup, like a coffee cup and cut a slit in the top for your tablet.  Here’s an 
example: 

 
Be creative and have fun!  This is a unique 
learning experience and by using our 
creative problem solving skills we can work 
together to make this experience great! 
Some students have built tripods out of 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1caf_DON_OgzSPrb9iiwHXqLX9518fkd7


rubber bands and document clips.  Some students have hung their camera from the ceiling 
with fishing line.  As long as I can see you to give good feedback we will have a great 
experience!   
 
Digital Recital 
Students with a semester project have an option to do a digital recital.  This is a group zoom 
call where the student can invite friends and families to view their work remotely.   
 
Composition Student Presentation 
Composition students have the option to showcase their work on soundcloud, youtube, or 
spotify.  This can be done on their own individual accounts or on the Brent Stafford Creative 
account.   
 
Tuition 
Tuition rates are the same as in person rates.  Distance learning actually takes more time to 
prepare on the instructor’s part and I have worked hard to not raise prices for 2020.  For 
distance learning we accept payment through CashApp or Venmo at $bstaffcreative. 
 

30 minutes  $30/Lesson 

45 minutes  $45/Lesson 

1 Hour  $60/Lesson 

 
Scheduling 
Scheduling is on a first come first serve basis.  We have limited spots and if we do not have a 
spot available for you, please request to be placed on the waitlist for the first available 
opening!  If we cannot accommodate you my studio teaches out of the Rosenbalm Academy of 
Music and they have several instructors I am happy to refer students to.   
 
You can schedule lessons by contacting Brent at 817-307-0631 or by sending him a message 
through his website at brentstaffordcreative.com 
 
Preparation 
The biggest key to successful online lessons is preparation on the student’s part. Before your 
lesson, please have all sheet music/charts and tracks open in your Google Drive and ready to 
go. (Also, very important, but often overlooked: please make sure your devices are charged 
before the lesson!) 


